FRESHMAN ~ 22

Christiansen Connor
Cohurn Michael
Ly Trevor
Gessler Phillip
Howard Adam
Irvine David
Kane Kenny
Kasper John
Kaszuba Dillon
Kilas Tim
Lagieski Matthew
McDonald Robbie
Schmidt Ryan
Schmidt Mike
Scudder Luke
Stubbs Josh
Suechting Peter
VandenBerg Zack
Weklar Matt
White Noah
Yeh Jerry
Gordon Ben
‘NIORS ~ 22
behnke Kaiser
Davis Jack
Dedering Josh
Fahrenkrug Derek
Franke Matt
Griffin Colin
Gruse Jackson
Guyant Ethan
Hankes Nate
Houston Matt
Irvine Ben
Kane Connor
Kilgas Phil
Konz Rudalph
Morley Phillip
Owensby Roy
Parker Chris
Payne Jim
Rohe Robby
recht Eric
Walker Josh
Young Kyle

* Denctes Letter Winner

NHS C€C 2007 Roster

1
11
11
11
11
1
11

11
u
11
1
11
1
11
1
i
i
11
i1
U
11
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SOPHOMORES ~ 22

Banik
Borsecnik
Cocher|
Coenen
Eccles
Feuerstein
Fine
Hoelzel
Hofferber
Keesler
Kober
Langkammer
Main

Main
Michels
Mitchell
Nigh

Potts
Slivinski
Sliwicki
Strauss
Wismans

SENIORS ~ 23

Barry
Bartman
Braun
Brosman
Christiansen
Ciske
Cunninghatn
Drake
Ehlert
Gessler
Harter
Isroel

Kroll

Meyer
Neff

Rued
Schraufnagel
Scudder
Shandonay
Shontz
Taycher
Vanbyke
Younger

Manager ~ Peterson

Eric
Ryan
Charles
Shawn
Connor
Jake
Tom
Dan
Erik
Coleman
Erik
Jon
Tan

Kit
Justin
Andrew
Eric
Alex
Teddy
Alex
Michael
Nick

Kevin
Matt
Jacob
Mike
Andrew
Sean
Sean
Alex
Josh
Paul
Jacob
James
John
Dan
Garett
Cory
Tim
Jack
Spencer
Luke
Hreg
Mike
Tyler

Katie

10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10

12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12

12



Rockets receive congratulatory phone call from Morgan.

Rockets overcome adversity
to capture cross country title

THE NEWS-RECORD

KAUKAUNA — The Neenah
boys’ cross country team came
into last week’s Fox Valley As-
sociation meet without its No.
1 runner.

But the Rockets overcame
the absence of Andrew Chris-
tiansen to win its seventh FVA
championship in 10 years.

Neenah, which was led by ju-
‘nior Kaiser Behnke’s fourth-
place overall finish, won the
meet at Countryside Golf Club
with 60 peints.

Fond du Lac was second
with 86 points, while Appleton
East was third with 95.

to return for the state meet if
the Rockets advance through

Friday’s sectional at Win- -

neconne.

- “We laid it out before and it
actually came out the way we
laid. it out,” said Rockets coach
Mike Jovanovich, filling in for
longtime coach John Morgen,

who is serving with the U.S.

Army in Iraq.

“We probably had 80 percent
of our kids run PRs (personal
records) today. That’s what it's
about.”

Appleton North senior Eiliot
Krause defended his Fox Val-
ley Association championship
by obliterating the meet

Mews-Record photo by Kirk Wagner
NEENAH’S ROBBIE MCDONALD approaches the finish line during a fox

Valley Association ‘cross country meet al Countryside Golf Club in

Christiansen is sidelined

with moncnucleosis and hopes

From Page 24

record.

Krause finished the 5,000-
meter course in 15 minutes, 14
seconds — 25 seconds faster
than Appleton West's Brett
Burt ran the same course in
1982.

Behnke- (15:38} also beat the
course record.

Winnihg the title wasn’t the
only thriil for the Rockets at
last Thursday’s FVA meet.

The team also received a
cell phome call from Morgen,
who heard about the good
news about Neenah’s champi-
onship.

See RUNNERS, Page 25 Kaukauna.

© “That’s great Great job by
everyone,” Morgen said as the
entire team gathered around
the phone to get a word in
edgewise.

“That was very special to get
that call,” Jovanovich said.
“We've e«mailed back and forth,
but that’s the first time I've
talked with him since he left
{(in June).”

The Neenah girls’ team also
had a solid showing in the FVA
championship, finishing in
third place.

Vienna Behnke, who finished
seventh overall, was the top
runner for the Rockets.

FVA CHAMPIONSHIPS IN KAUKAUNA

BOYS

NEENAH 60, FOND DU LAC 86, APPLETON EASY 85,
OSHKOSH WEST 109, KAUKAUNA 122, APPLETON NORTH
129, KIMBERLY 136, OSHKOSH NORTH 164, APPLETON
NESTHS MENMASHA 265,

1, EMot Krause AN 15.14; 2. Michas! Brce KAU 15:24, 3,
Danﬂj'&r-erI'Fﬂl. 1542, 4, Katser Behoke N 1508, 5, Jon
Yigile DN 15:58; 6. Phil Schomimer KIM 15:59, 7, Mike Sar-
chow ow 16:00;
4, Tayloe Wardell AE 16:07; 9. Tim Schaainagel N 16:19. 10,
Samm Leschesin AE 16:07
Other top area finishers

Menasha: 38, Ricky Loper 17:20; 46, DJ. Grant 1739
52, Zach Dougherty 1800, 63, Logan Wiker 18:24; 67,
Jacob Brmond 1852,

Neenah: 12, Matt Houston 16:29; 16, Erik Hofferber
16'44; 19, Robbie McDonalc 16:46.

GIRLS

KIMBERLY 57, FONO DU LAC 61, NEENAK 69, APPLETON
WEST 93, OSHKOSH NORTH 109, APPLETON NORTH 124,
OSHKOSH WEST 189, NAUKAUNA 190, APPLETON EAST
39, MENASHA 261

1, Kelty Bogan KIM 14:28; 2, Stacy Schmitz FOL 15:01; 3,

-

“Megan Stenz KAL 15:22; 4, Marto Klapperich FDL 15:27. 5,

-~



Neenah runners excel

Jovanovich steps
in until Morgen
returns home

By ANDY THOMPSON
NEws-RECORD EDITOR

NEENAH — Being the head
coach of the Neenah High
School boys’ cross country
team has been a positive expe-
rience for Mike Jovanovich.

But he won’t be in charge
for long. In fact, Jovanovich is
losking forward to stepping
aside after the season and be-
coming an assistant coach
again.

That’s because Jovanovich
is filling in this season for
John Morgen, the wildly suc-
cessful, person-
able and popular
coach who is serv-
ing a tour of duty
with his National
Guard unit in
[raq. “I'm just
trying to keep the
ship upright until
John gets back,”
he said.

And Jovanovich is doing
just that.

The Rockets — led by top
runners Andrew Christiansen
and Kaiser Behnke — are in
the midst of another cutstand-
ing season. The team has per-
formed exceedingly well in in-
vitational meets against some
of the top cross country teams
in the state. And the team —
which has qualified for 10 of
the last 11 WIAA state cross
country meets — is on track to
peak in the postseascon.

“I picked up a great pro-
gram,” said Jovanovich, who
is being assisted this season
by Kurt Krueger and Jason
Olson.

Christiansen has led the
way for the Rockets, emerging
as one of the top runners in
the state. The senior won the
27-team Marguette Invitation-

Morgen
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Andrew Christiansen and Tom Fine,

record by 19 seconds. He also
won last weekend’s Midwest
Invitational in Janesville.

“He is very dedicated and he
did all the work he needed to
do in the off-season,” said Jo-
vanovich.

Behnke hasn’t been far be-
hind Christiansen.

The junior finished third at
the Marquette Invitational
and outran all of Madison
LaFollette’s state champi-
onship runners in the process.

“He’s got a big heart,” Jo-
vanovich said of Behnke. “He
doesn't like to lose.”

Christiansen said Behnke
has developed into an out-
standing runner. “Almost all
of the guys 1 was worried
about beating (at the Mar-
quette Invitational) he beat as
well. He definitely established

Joining Behnke and Chris-
tiansen this year as varsity
runners are Matt Houston,
Chris Parker, Tim Schrauf-
nagel, Josh Dedering, Robbie
McDaonald, Derek
Fahrenkrug, Jackson Gruse
and Tom Fine.

While Morgen has been
missed by the team, the run-
ners have rallied around Jo-
vanovich. And they have
stayed in touch with Morgen
via e-mail and the Internet.

“It’s definitely hard to fill
coach Morgen's shoes, but |
think coach Jovanovich is
doing the best he possibly
can,” Christiansen said. “]
think it’s about as good as it
can get without coach Mor-
gen.”

Morgen keeps track of the
team over the Internet and

with coachin 1

T

7
#
&

¥ o
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o

News-Recard phato by Duke Behaky
THE NEENAH HIGH SCHOOL boys’ varsily cross country team sprints at the start of the Marquette lnvilational ir
Milwaukee. -The Neenah runners are [from leff) Matt Houston, Kaiser Behnke, Chris Parker, Tim Schraufnagel

sees and hears, according tc
Jovanovich.

“John is always positive,”
Jovanovich said. “He is always
encouraging. He knows that
by the end of the year, the
kids will run well.

“He misses it. He wishes he
could be here in person. Every
team and every year is special
and you have memories from
each and every year that are
irreplaceable.”

Christiansen said that while
Morgen is in Iraq, his pres-
ence is still felt by Neenah's
cross country runners.

“Everything we do and the
successes we have mean a lof
more when we think this is
what we are doing for coack
Morgen,” Christiansen said
“We're just hoping he woulc
be proud of us over here.”
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PREPS PLUS

Mitwaukee lournal Sentinei

MARQUETTE INVITATIONAL

Neenah se

Christiansen cruises
against elite field

By DAN MURPHY
Special ta tve Journa! Sentinel

Some of the best cross country
runmers in the state compete in the
Marquette Invitational each year,
s0 a thrilling dash to the finish be-
tween a few state-caliber runuers
wouldn't seem unlikely.

But on Sanirday, Neenah senior
Andrew Christlansen emerged on
top of & hill at Washington Park,
just 200 yards from the finish line,
with plenty of breathing room be-
tween himaelf and second-place fin-
{sher Bill Jones of Milwaukee Mar-
quette,

Christiansen finished the 5,000-

meter course in 15 minutes 41 sec-
onds, and Jones turned in a time of
15:56.

“I was pretty comfortable the
first mile, and I thought that a lot
more guys would be up there with
me,” Christiansen said. "1 won't say
that the first mile was conservative
or anything, but [ was feeling good.

“(The meet) is a very good test be-
cause yowrhave 2 lot of the top teams
and individuals in the state here.
Whether it’s good or bad, it's nice to
lenow where you're at.”

Added Jones: "I didn't want to go
oo hard. [ went with the competi-
tion around me, (Christiansen)
didn't really lengthen his lead by
that muoeh, but he just kind of
stayed ahead. 1 think the lesson
learned is that after the first mile,
no matter what, 1 can afford to

(surge and) stay with the leaders.”

Madison La Follette, the defend-
ing WIAA Division 1 state cham-
pion and top-ranked team in the lat-
@st cross country coaches’ poll, had
an equally dominant team perfor-
mance. The Lancers, led by fourth-
place finisher John Prusynski
(16:08), placed four runners in the
top 10 and won with a score of 40
points, Marquette was a distant sec-
ond with 59.

“The season has been progress-

ing really well for the guys, so we
felt pretty confident, Lancers
coach Brady Nichols said. “We've
been trying to get everyone 10 race
well at the same time, and this is
probably the closest we've gotten 1o
how we envision our team to look.
We were really trying to see how we
could rup us o cohesive teanm.”

Said Marguette coach Jim Kear-
ney: “What we really want lo ac-
complish in this meet is to get as
many really good teams here as we

- can. It's a good test for absolutely

everybody. Workouts can tell you so
much, but it's the competition that
really defines who you are as @
team.”

Girls: Kenosha Tremper sopho-
more Sarah Ball certainly didnt
mind the mild weather Saturday.
The native of England, who moved
to Kenosha three years ago, out
paced the field over 4,000 meters in
15:95, Waukesha West's Katie Swi-
talski was second (15:32),

“Today was my best race,” Ball
said. “1 haven't been running well
lately. I've had problems with' my
breathing in the hot weather. But
it's a bit colder today, which suits

nior runs away from pack

me."

Waukesha West had enough run-
ners for two teams, and both were
impressive. The Wolverines' en-
tries finished in first place (42
points)and second (51). Neenah was
third with 78 points.

Boys taam scores — | Madiiga L Folieite 49 olnts;
2, Milw, AMa‘auetis Gald 53 3, Neprian wilte 3. 4, Weit
Bend West 120; 5, Manamanee Falls 150: 6, Maulson West
164 7. Shotawaad 189 8, Catnelic Mam
fied 747: 10, Kenasha Tremper 288 11,
351 12, Watartown 338,

Top 10 Indlvidual
Christiansan, KEE, 15 minlles 41 sec !
C15:56: 3. Kalser Behnke, NEE, 16034, i
+ 5, Aiea Brill, MLAF, 10:00: &, Andrbw Per
wink, WTH, 18:331 7, Andy Buchunan, MUAT, 16:33:3, Qrals
Kally, MW, J8:14. 9, Garrgtt ERiof, MEAF, 161510, Wi
sy, MARG, 16115,

nilrls team wcores — I, Waukesha Wost Blue 42 2
Waukesha West Wiite 81 3, keanah 78 4 kendsha Trem

or 154 5 Watartown 166 6, Mamison La Fuligne

.uc?inn_._ 194 B wesl Bond West 203 5, heandh W

Top 10 Indlviduats (4,000 meters) — | 5arah 8
KT, 15:05; 2. Ratie Switalshl, WAUKW, 15:32 \

WALIKW, 154 Brittany Ly
for, WALIKW, 13335 &, hichil
LT Scinidy, WAUKW, 15
1603 5. Kats
chian; NEE, 16:08.

£ B Viurina Bannkg. NET
Japges, WAUKW, 1607, 10, Lindsay Ta




Cross country

PREP

DBSHKOSH KORTH INVITATIONAL
Al Winnobage County Park, Oshkosh

KIMBERLY 70, MARSHIIELD 81, HOMESTEAD
41, KENOSHA TREMPER 137, FOND DU EAC |
142, UTTLE CHUTE 159, RIPON 167, OSHKDSH
MNORTH 168, DSHXOSH LOURDES 196, ONRT
268, NEW | DNDON 277, APPLETON EAST 3@,
HEDUN 307

4000 metors

Top {lve runnars: 1, Kelly Bogard KIM
14:44.76; 2, Amanda Meagher NL 15:23.47; 8,
Ay Pl MAR 155555, 4, Brittany Lumbey
KT 1558 17, 5, Candice Todeyi MAR 160068
Othes wres runsers i

Appleton East 42, Emity Sameler 17:14.52;
57, Ely Wiebusch 17:41.41; 66, Caitiin Kemplen
17.56.43, 68, Courtiey Femal 18:00.35; 7B, S
Sthubert 18:42.11,

Kimberty: 7, Mariee Buss 16:08.70; 15, Whil-
ney Schumachey 16:29.37; 16, Amanda Dietzen
16:20.72; 31, Stephanie Hietpas 16:57.68

{#tfle Chute: 12, Danietie Huvay 16:18.83; 23,
Paige Johnson 16:37.20; 41, Sarah Evers
17:14.32; 44, Maddi Vanderioop 17:18.81; 50,
Jessia Zuleger 17:31.36.

Neenah: 48, Megan Smaby 17:26.98; 62,
Danielle Schmidt 17:49.08; 65, Kari Zwirchitz
17:55.61; 69. Steph Cowling 18:0).68; 72,
Pachel Pyopenbnink 1804 01,

New London: 35, Erika Ovinn 17:04.15; 90,
Samantha Voltmer 19:50 21; 92, Heather Sulivan
20417.12; 84, Caitin Behnke 20:41.74; 85, Bren-
& Frazmeier 20:43.36.

BOYS
WEST BEND WEST 55, FOND DU LAC 94,
APPLETON EAST 110, KENOSHA TREMPER 111,
KIMBERLY 125, DSHKOSH NORTH 126,
OSHKOSH LOURDES 159, RIPON 200, LTTLE
CHUTE 279, NEW LONDON 254, NEENAN 273,
MARSHFFELDY 265, OMRC T8
5000 meters

Yop five cunners: |, Dan Uphott NL 162713,
2. Danny Buechat FDL 16:36.32; 3, Jon Wylie ON
16:51.12; 4, Robent Bartiett HOM 16:59,80; 5,
Jae Tmtudakis RIP 17:03.53,
Ofhor Bres (TS
Appleton East: 6, Taylor Wardell 17:06.60, 12,

Sam Leschisin 17:22.68; 16, Ddn Schubesl
17:34.47; 38, Brent Burton 18:21.15; 44, Dan
Petwrs 1R.30.62

Kimberty: 0, Atim Rooyakkers 17:21.28; 15,
Pnil Schommer 17:33 05, 28, Andy Van Wychen
1841 51, 30, Cayden Janse 18:03.51; 51, Rick
Framereskn 18 50 50

Uittle Churte: 31, Jony Gloudemans 18.06 58,
&6, Pl Van Grinsven 1834 BY, 80, T Pymbn-
ke 1849 20, 0, Rudy Botr 19 03 B5; 65, Scoft
VantyriHovien 101039,

Nieonat: 30, Justin Michess 1821 38, 54, Lary
Fused 18:53 34, 57, Colin Girthn 1B:58.42; 68,
Lonnge Christianaen 18:18.44; BS, Michas!
Strtss 1918 75

Hew London: 35, Mctasl Heise 18:16.85; 62,
oot Belile 19 04 57 B3, Tim Schdais 20:00.86.
91, Connor Frzpatrick 20:57.12
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WIAR BOYS’ STATE CROSS COUNTRY

Division 2 express

The final 500 meters of the Divi-
sion 2 boys race turned into a five-
man sprint to the finish that took one
participant, New Lendon senior
Daniel Uphoff, by sumrise. (

“Coming up the sand hilis (with
about 800 meters left) | fell way
behind and | was ready to give up,”
he said. “But once | got to the down-
hill { started catching them and that
gave me some confidence.”

Uphoff finished fifth, just six sec-
onds behind champion Kevin McCol-
low of Shorewood to finish with
all-state honors.

“That's great,” Uphoff said. “it
was such a great atmosphere. |
could hear people yelling my name
all over the course.”

Tigers in the top four

Chilton had the area’s best team
finish by placing fourth in the Divi-
sion 2 boys competition.

*[ knew to finish second it would
take a great effort,” Chilton coach

“Rocky Gozdziewski said. “But | was
_very happy with how we finished
today.”

Damian Hilbert led the Tigers

with an {1th-place finish, with
teammate Alex Steiner one place
back. :

“| wanted to medal today,” Hilbert
said. “1 just felt heavy today and at
the end | couldn't go any faster.”
Fighting back

Neenah senior Andrew Chris-
tiansen missed a month of the sea-
son -prior to the state meet because
of mononucieosis. He came back for
his final prep race to finish 11th in
the Division 1 race and heip the
Rockets to a sixth-place team finish.

“I'm really proud of my team-
mates, especially this one who
stepped up when | was gone,”
Christiansen said, pointing at junior
Kaiser Behnke, who placed eighth
on Saturday. “I thought we had the
best one-two combination in the
state this year.” :

Christiansen had been running as
close as five seconds behind Divi-
sion 1 champion Elliot Krause of
Appleton North during the season,
but faded Saturday after the layoff,

“I could see he was hurting about
halfway through,” Neenah coach
Mike Jovanovich said. “But he hung
in there and fought through i."

Final kicks

Kaukauna junior Michael Brice
cruised to a sixth-place finish,
fespite blowing his pre-race strate-
gy early. “| was planning to stay up
near the front early,” he said. “{ lost
some piaces and was farther back
than | wanted, but just kept working
hard and eaded up maoving up
toward the end.” ... Brillion's Tyler
Behnke was the area's lone
Division 3 entry, but struggled
throughout the race and finished
100th in the 150-runner fietd. “/ just
didn’t have it today. | didn’t feel well
at any time during the race,” he
said.

HOYS {5,000 METERS)
DIVISION ¥

 MADISON LA FOLLETTE 44, STEVENS POINT 139, MAR-

> QUETTE UNIVERSITY 157, WAUKESHA WEST 163, Mil.~
WAUKEE KING §85, NEENAK 196, HUDSON 217, BAY
PORT 263, ARROWHEAD 266, SOUTH MILWAUKEE 284,
MENOMONEE FALLS 295, WEST BEND WEST 299,
SHAWANO 322, SAUK PRAIRIE 334, MUSKEGO 362,
VERONA AREA 373, RACINE HOALICK 375, JANESVILLE
CRAIG 407, PULASKI 412, HOUMEN 420,

Top 10: 1, Elliot Krause, Appielon Horth, 15:37; 2
Derek Storke!, Tomah, 15 54; 3, Andy Buchanan, Mad. La
Folletle, 1601, 4, Andrew Periung, Watertowa, E6:83; 6,
Joe Siia, Mil King. 18 015; 6, Michael Brice, Kaukauna,
16:05; 7, John Peusynske, Mad La Follette, 18:08, 8,
Kaiser Behnke, Neenah, 16:09; S_full Jones, Marqueste
Lowv 16:09, 10, Keith Schuatler Gesmantown, 1618
Other local finishers

Neenah: 11. Andrew Chastiansen 16:20, 74, Dotk
Fehwenbrug 17:15, 87 Tiea Sohraadnagel 17.24; 108, £k
Hotlerber 1731, 120, Rotbi: McDenald 17 38 188, Chas
Parker 18:15

‘Hortonwille: 47 Nic Cass 15 56

Kimbery: %, Phil Schoitmier 17014






